
MAKING UP THE DEFICIT 

JAMES 1 v 5 

 

But if any of you lack wisdom, you should pray to God who will give it to you; because God gives 

generously and graciously to all. 

 

I have never been able to make any sense out of financial statements.  Working with figures has never been 

my strength nor indeed my interest.  I am in awe of people who can glance at a balance sheet and make 

sense of all the figures on it.  When I look at a balance sheet, I’m afraid it’s like trying to read a foreign 

language.  I see the assets listed on the left-and column and the liabilities listed on the right-hand column.  I 

see what the total assets are and what the total liabilities are.  I also see a heading ‘Ownership Equity’ on the 

balance sheet.  From the little I know the difference between the assets and liabilities is called equity.  One 

thing even I understand is the difference between a surplus and a deficit.  When I hear the Federal Treasurer 

say in his annual budget speech in Parliament House (I live in Australia) that he plans to have the Australian 

economy back in surplus by the following year, I realise he is putting in place fiscal policies over the next 

few years to make up the deficit that has built up over the last few years.  (I wrote this before the COVID-19 

pandemic which plunged Australia and most other countries into a massive debt that will take many years to 

pay back).    

James in his letter gives us a kind of balance sheet of the earthly situation Christians face as they battle 

against the trials and temptations of life, as they strive hard to develop that perseverance that will make them 

mature and complete, not lacking in anything.  Like all balance sheets, it contains assets and liabilities; 

James 1 v 5.  James tells us how to make up the deficit.  Let’s look at James’ balance sheet from the right-

hand column to the left.   

Firstly, the liability of human reasoning; v 5a.  This is the right-hand column under the heading 

‘Liabilities’.  James begins hypothetically with ‘If’.  A few of us may have wisdom, but it’s highly likely 

that most of us lack it.  What does James mean by the word ‘wisdom’?  The word comes from the Greek 

word ‘sophia’; it means something much more than knowledge, intellectual capacity, cleverness or 

education.  There are many people who have these gifts in abundance, but they don’t find them adequate to 

deal with the problems they have to face in their lives.  Wisdom is a very different kind of acquisition.  

Douglas Moo wrote; “wisdom is above all a practically-oriented virtue that gives direction for the life 

of the godly person”.  The bible elevates wisdom to a high position; Ecclesiastes 9 v 16a & 18a, ‘So I said, 

“Wisdom is better than strength…Wisdom is better than weapons of war”.  Wisdom is the God-given 

insight we have into our human circumstances and situations that enables us to see what God’s will for our 

lives is; it gives us a strong desire to carry it out.  It’s often said of people who find themselves in difficult 

circumstances that their situation came about because of their poor judgment.  It’s amazing how people who 

are highly intelligent and educated, and who hold important positions in public life show a complete lack of 

judgment in certain situations.  The reason is because they are lacking in wisdom. 



James implies that that we are also lacking in wisdom.  The mistake we make is to think that we are capable 

of making right judgments based on human reasoning.  Part of the development of our Christian lives is to 

depend less on our rational resources and to depend more on higher wisdom.  Let’s consider a practical 

example.  Imagine that you have to make a decision about an important matter.  You are faced with two or 

more courses of action.  You weigh up the pros and cons very carefully from a rational point of view.  As 

you see it the decision you are about to make is leaning in one direction.  However, unless your final 

decision is determined by what James later calls ‘the wisdom that comes from heaven’, chapter 3 v 17, it is 

likely you will end up making the wrong decision. Your judgment will be clouded which means it will be a 

poor judgment.   

Secondly, the asset of divine resources; v 5b.  This is the left-hand column of the balance sheet under the 

heading ‘Assets’.  James is implying that God has wisdom.  One of God’s great attributes is wisdom.  God is 

wisdom.  James accepts this as a given.  The point he makes is that divine wisdom is available to each one of 

us as we face the trials of life.  James gives it a double emphasis.  The first phrase he uses is, ‘God, who 

gives’.  If the words were translated in their original order, the phrase would read ‘the giving God’.  James 

now adds a second phrase which is ‘generously to all’.  The Greek word ‘haplos’ is translated ‘generously’; 

it literally means ‘single’, not plagued with double vision or any such thing as might diminish clarity of sight.  

God gives his wisdom with a selfless, total concern for us and with an exclusive preoccupation as if he had 

nothing to do but to give and give and give.  James adds one more phrase ‘without finding fault’.  He means 

that God does not give to us according to our worthiness, nor does he withhold from blessing us because we 

ask for too much.  God’s giving to us is governed by his nature, not ours.  

Let’s look at the balance sheets in our lives.  Our liability is a lack of wisdom.  We simply don’t have the 

resources we need to cope with the pressures and problems of daily life.  Our asset is the wisdom of God.  

God wants to give us his wisdom in generous proportions.  All we have to do is ask God for his wisdom, so 

that he can make up the deficit.                                                          


